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World Vision Australia’s position on
education
World Vision Australia (WVA) affirms the human right to an education and
endorses the vision of Sustainable Development Goal (SDGs) 4, to ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all.
World Vision Australia advocates for quality education as described in the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and affirms that the provision of
education must be rights-based, non-discriminatory, inclusive, community-based
and child-centred.

World Vision Australia seeks improved learning outcomes,
particularly for the most vulnerable children, through highquality and inclusive education at all stages of the life cycle.
From ages 0 to 5 years:
World Vision Australia affirms that children should have access to early childhood
care and development (ECCD) programs. ECCD has been demonstrated to
positively influence the formative years and future education and success of
children, as well as longer term economic growth.1 In national education sector
plans, policies and budgeting, governments should focus attention and funding on
ECCD, particularly focused on ensuring the most vulnerable and disadvantaged
children are able to access ECCD.
At the primary level:
In accordance with major international human rights treaties, it is World Vision
Australia’s position that all children must have access to compulsory, free and high
quality primary education in the communities where they live. All children should
leave primary school with appropriate levels of reading, writing, numeracy and
essential life skills.
At the secondary level:
World Vision Australia believes that secondary education, both technical and
vocational, should be made available and accessible to all, in accordance with the
CRC and International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(ICESCR). World Vision Australia emphasises that youth should be provided with
the essential life skills and vocational training to ensure young people have access
to employment and livelihood opportunities.
Education systems should be responsive to and inclusive of the needs of children
with disabilities, to ensure all children are able to access a quality education.
Further, it is critical that children from disadvantaged, marginalised, poor and
illiterate populations are given equal opportunity to access educational
opportunities.

World Vision Australia

1

July 2017

Education: World Vision Australia’s Public Policy Position

Beyond the formal education system, World Vision Australia believes education
also incorporates the building of community learning and awareness to help
parents and other adults take charge of their development future.
As education is a fundamental public good, World Vision Australia affirms that it is
the responsibility of national governments to provide education for their citizens,
and to that end, that governments must prioritise funding to education and
effectively implement education policy.2

World Vision’s
mandate to
advocate for
education

World Vision Australia works with local communities and partners (including local
and national governments) to strengthen the formal education system and support
informal education programming where gaps exist.3
World Vision internationally promotes and implements programming initiatives
that strengthen local capacities rather than providing once off injection of
resources (such as building a classroom) to empower local communities for
sustainable outcomes. This programming focuses on the most vulnerable families
and communities to promote the inclusion of all children.
World Vision uses the ecological approach to child development that
demonstrates that the child does not exist in isolation, but rather that there are
various spheres of influence that impact upon their development. Thus, to unlock a
child’s full potential and overall wellbeing, education must sit within a multi-sectoral
framework for maximum impact.
In the education sector, World Vision has entered into partnerships with other
organisations to improve educational outcomes for children around the world. In
2011, World Vision partnered with Save the Children to improve children’s
literacy in Africa and South Asia, using Save the Children’s Literacy Boost model. 4
World Vision has also partnered with the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) and the Australian Government in launching the All
Children Reading: Grand Challenge for Development. 5 All Children Reading is an
ongoing series of grant and prize competitions that leverages science and
technology to source and disseminate scalable solutions to improve literacy skills of
early grade learners in developing countries.
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World Vision Australia’s policy
recommendations for change
World Vision Australia calls on national governments to:
1. Increase expenditure in the education sector to, dependent on context, at least
4 to 6 per cent of Gross Domestic Product(GDP) and/or at least 15 to 20 per
cent of total expenditure to education, as recommended under the Incheon
Declaration and Framework for Action.
2. Ensure national education plans are implemented and deliver high quality and
inclusive education that covers:
a)

ECCD programs, policies to provide the best start for children,
particularly those from vulnerable or marginalised communities.

b) compulsory, free and high quality primary education, in accordance with
applicable international obligations contained in the CRC and ICESCR.
c)

accessible secondary education that provides young people with the
essential life skills and vocational training.

d) ensuring schools are safe spaces for children, where children are
protected from all forms of violence and the school has sound
infrastructure.
3. Through national plans, commit to investing in quality education and learning,
through continuous professional development and capacity building for
teachers, adequate quality and locally relevant resources to support children’s
development, and, effective governance of education facilities.
4. Ensure that education is fully accessible for children with disabilities on an equal
basis with others in the communities in which they live, and to ensure
adequate support is provided, via the learning of Braille, sign language or the
most appropriate communication modes and mean, to ensure children with
disabilities are to maximise their academic and social development, in
accordance with commitments under the Convention on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities.
World Vision Australia calls on the Australian Government to:
1. Work with national governments to increase domestic resources targeted at
education, and to strengthen the policy environment for improved educational
outcomes, with a focus on quality education.
2. Work with other donors to ensure coordinated and harmonised official
development assistance (ODA) to the national education sector to support
tangible outcomes for children and make best use of available resources.
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3. Ensure that Australian aid program-funded initiatives tie women’s vocational
training to locally identified economic opportunities, through the involvement
of women in all stages of the project cycle;6
4. Continue to fund the Global Partnership for Education; and
5. Significantly reduce Australia’s ODA commitments to Australia Awards
scholarships and redirect that funding into initiatives that deliver clearer
education outcomes7
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Background
International
context

Education is a demonstrated means to achieving a range of human and economic
development outcomes. Education helps to reduce poverty 8 and boosts economic
growth.9 Education leads to better health outcomes for both mothers 10 and
children11, reduces maternal deaths12 and helps reduce fertility rates.13 Further,
education helps foster peace14 and promotes gender equality.15 As such, a quality
education is essential for reducing poverty and promoting equality.
Education is both a human right in itself, and an indispensable means of realising
other human rights.16 The right to education is enshrined in the major international
human rights treaties: Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 17 the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) 18
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC),19 Convention on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) 20 and the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).21

These treaties recognise, amongst other areas, that primary
education shall be compulsory and free, that secondary
education shall be made generally available and accessible,
higher education shall be made accessible on the basis of
capacity and that those who have not completed their
primary education shall be encouraged to complete
fundamental22 education.
The CRPD and CEDAW seek inclusive and equal participation of people with
disabilities and women respectively, in educational opportunities.
In 2015 the global community recommitted and reaffirmed the importance of
education as a standalone goal, and as a precursor to meeting sustainable
development and social outcomes through the SDGs and the Incheon Declaration
and Framework for Action. The SDGs included a standalone goal on quality
education (goal four) with more comprehensive supporting targets than under the
MDGs.23 The 2015 World Education Forum adopted the Incheon Declaration and
Framework for Action.24 The Incheon Declaration commits the global education
community to the achievement of the SDGS and the ongoing commitment to
quality education for all.
Adopting SDG Goal 4 as its vision, the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) is
the multi-stakeholder partnership and funding platform that galvanises global and
national support for education, focusing on the poorest and most vulnerable
children in developing countries.25
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Unequal progress: Over the last 15 years, the progress on improving education has
not been equal and millions of children around the world are still not getting the
education they are entitled to. Girls,26 children of minority communities,27 children
engaged in child labour,28 and children living with a disability,29 are more often
disadvantaged when it comes to education, and need specific policy
interventions.30 While significant progress was made through the life of the MDGs,
the number of out of school children globally has increasingly become
concentrated in conflict-affected countries, particularly in Northern Africa and
Western Asia where the share of out-of-school children has increased from 63 per
cent to 91per cent.31

Australian
Government
context

The Australian Government is a signatory to the major international treaties
related to education32 and education is a priority sector for the Australian aid
program.33
In September 2015, The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT)
launched a strategy to guide Australia’s aid investments in education.34 DFAT will
take a systems-based approach and has identified four priority areas of focus for
expenditure of ODA in the education sector:
 Investing in early childhood care and development;
 Investing in quality at all levels of the education system;
 Prioritising equity in the education system, with a focus on gender and disability
inclusiveness; and
 Aligning education and skills with labour market needs, through investing in
relevant and high-quality secondary and post-secondary education.
In 2016-17, DFAT estimates Australian ODA expenditure in the education sector
to be AUD692.7million.35 Since 2008, Australia has provided funding support to
the Global Partnership for Education and at the 2014 replenishment conference,
Australia committed AUD140million for the period 2015-18.36
DFAT also administers the Australia Awards program, as a component of its
educational investments. The Australia Awards provides 4000 individuals from
developing countries scholarships to complete study, research and professional
development in Australia.37 In previous years, this has been estimated to cost
AUD360 million and as such is a significant component of Australia’s education
budget. The choice of this investment as an allocation within the Australian aid
budget has been critiqued by the Australian NGO sector, 38 and World Vision
Australia,39 as there is no clear evidence base for the effectiveness of scholarships
in meeting the Government’s aid policy objectives. Furthermore there are
demonstrated greater impact investments that could support the education sector
in developing countries.

World Vision Australia

6

July 2017

Progress under
the Millennium
Development
Goals

Education: World Vision Australia’s Public Policy Position

The Millennium Development Goals (MDG) committed the international
community to achieving universal primary education as one of their eight goals 40 by
2015. Progress towards this goal was impressive. Between 2000 and 2015,
primary school net enrolment rates increased globally from 83 per cent to 91 per
cent, the literacy rate among youth aged 15 to 24 increased from 83 per cent to
91 percent and the number of out of school children of primary school age fell by
almost half to an estimated 57 million.41 This established a solid foundation for the
2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to build on.
In the same year as the MDGs were launched, participants at the World Education
Forum in Dakar agreed on the Dakar Framework for Action. The Framework for
Action included six education goals (EFA Goals) to meet the learning needs of all
children, youth and adults by 2015.42 However, due to the narrow MDG focus on
universal primary education, and the focus on the MDGs as the dominant
development paradigm, many of the other EFA goals were largely overlooked by
the international community.43
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Key resources & references
Key resources

UNESCO, Global Education Monitoring Report, 2016, available at: http://en.unesco.org/gemreport/
UNESCO, Incheon Framework for Action, available at: http://en.unesco.org/world-educationforum-2015/incheon-declaration
World Vision Education Messaging Guide, available at: T:\4 - Public Policy\4 - Projects\WVA
Policy Positions\Sources for positions\Education [Internal]
World Vision International, ‘World Vision public policy positions: a guide for staff’, 2013,
available at:
https://www.wvcentral.org/wvipolicy/Document%20Library/Public%20Policy%20Position%20
staff%20guide%20(2013)%20.pdf#search=World%20Vision%20public%20policy%20position
s%3A%20a%20guide%20for%20staff%E2%80%99
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